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1 . This International preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examininn 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. nramawonai preliminary Examining 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

D 2?n^o^o5^!^T a Il ,ec ? ^ ^NEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims andfcr drawings which have 
?£e ! n ^ r ? heets ~ntaimng rectifications made before 9 this ; Authority 

(see HUie 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

2?^o e - s j aten ? ent t V nder 66. 2 (a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability 
citations and explanations supporting such statement « MH .,u*unuy, 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/GB 03/04183 

I. Basis of the report 

1 * ^^SSSXS? e,ements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
»nHt°°'™ t 9 0fflce ' n / e fP° nse ^ an mvitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. {i'fi,* mea 

Description, Pages 

i " 22 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1- 25 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/13-1 3/1 3 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in wh.ch the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item ^ 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

D Rule a 55.2 a |nd2rV5 a 3 n ) Slati ° n fUmished for tne Ptoses of international preliminary examination (under 

3 ' Y^JZSZV^ nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: pp,,cai,on ' Ine 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go bevond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished 9 Deyona xne a,sclos ure 

° Sfng^aTbeenf^ re °° rded computer readable form is ide ntical to the written sequence 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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International application No. PCTA3B 03/04183 



5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
iGport. j 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement -ppucaoiirey, 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-25 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-25 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-25 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : WO 01/1 9936 A (HEALEY MICHAEL JOHN ;BAE SYSTEMS PLC (GB)) 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

The document D1 discloses, cf. claim 1 and figures 1-3, a method of enabling two 
components to be joined together, the method including the steps of providing a first 
component having a surface to be joined to a corresponding surface of a second 
component, the first and second component being so shaped that if joined there would be 
a gap defined between said surfaces of the first and second components, providing a resin 
infusion system comprising a source of resin, effecting flow of the resin from the source of 
resin in the gap by means of suction, thereby substantially filling the gap with resin, and 
curing the resin. 

D1 also discloses that the component to be joined are aicraft components, see page 6, line 
21 

For the same reasons, the shim forming apparatus according to claim 18, the moulding 
tool according to claim 22, and the product independent claims 23-25 also lack novelty 
over the disclosure of D1 . 

Dependent claims 2-17, 19-21 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in respect of 
novelty or inventive step, the reasons being the obviousness, the optionality or the 
disclosure by D1. 
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